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 At this season of stewardship, in the midst of economic 
woes, with Thanksgiving and Christmas just around the corner, 
the following story, told by Evelyn Smith in Reminisce maga-
zine, is too good to miss.  

 “Mother had a lot of faith in God, which she truly needed 
in 1933.  My sister was a baby, and I wasn’t old enough to go to 
school.  Dad had left us, and the Great Depression was at its 
worst. Mom took in washing to make a living. . . 

 “[A radio preacher] asked for food donations to be set out 
so that his truck could pick them up.  Volunteers, he explained, 
would sort it all out and deliver baskets to the poorer sections of 
town the night before the holiday. 

 “When Mom heard the request, she immediately strode 
into the kitchen and took a jar of home-canned peaches from the 
pantry, then set it out on the front porch for the truck to pick up. 
The neighbors who saw this told Mom she was too poor to give 
away that jar of peaches. . .  But Mom held her ground, and the 
peaches stayed on the porch. . .  They  were finally picked up a 
few days before Thanksgiving.  

 “On Thanksgiving Eve, as we were getting ready for bed, 
there was a knock on our door, and we heard footsteps quickly 
leaving.  When Mom opened the door, she found a box of food 
on our porch. . .  There was a freshly dressed chicken, some po-
tatoes, dried beans, rice, flour, canned pumpkin and - you 
guessed it - the jar of peaches Mom had canned herself and 
given to [the ministry].  She sat on the floor and cried. . . 

 “You can’t outgive God, Mom said as she prepared our 
meal.  You reap what you sow.” 

        Especially at this season of the year, may you and I give 
thanks for God’s abundant blessings. And may we sow seeds of 
                 compassion, generosity, and  

      kindness. 
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    Church at Worship 
 

 2nd Sunday of Advent, December 7, 2008 
Service of Holy Communion 
Sermon: “Prepare the Way of the Lord” 
  Rev. Smoke Kanipe 
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11 
Anthem: “Gloria” by Vivaldi  
  Chancel Choir 
 

 3rd Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2008 
Christmas Cantata by Chancel Choir 

Scripture: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Cantata: “Joy, Joy, Joy!” by Deborah 
  Craig-Claar  & David T. 
  Clydesdale  
    
4th Sunday of Advent, December 21, 2008 
Sermon: “The Year of Jubilee” 
  Rev. Smoke Kanipe 
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-11; Luke 1:26-38 
Anthem: Adult Handbell Choir 
  
   

 Christmas Eve, December 24, 2008 
Services - 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m. 
 
 1st Sunday after Christmas Day,  
December 28, 2008 
Sermon: “Simeon and Anna” 
  Rev. George Scott 
Scripture: Luke 2:22-40 
Anthem: “Sing Noel” by Schmidt 
  Chancel Choir 
 

Second Monday Club Meeting 
The December meeting of the Second 
Monday Club will be on Monday, Decem-
ber 8 at the Embassy Suites on Verdae.  
We will eat at 11:15.  The cost is $12.00 
per person.  Please call Linda Carroll to 
make a reservation. (864-234-7512) 
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SMOKE 

SIGNALS 



          Church Family 
 

 New Members: David Moody, 403 Knoll-
wood Drive, Mauldin, S. C., was received into church 
membership from Crestview Baptist Church, Foun-
tain Inn, S. C. on September 28, 2008. 

 Doug and Kim Hix, 1 Brightleaf Court, Simp-
sonville, S. C., joined from Advent United Methodist 
Church, Simpsonville, S. C. on October 26, 2008.  
They bring with them two children, Zack Hix, a bap-
tized member, and Kelsie Hix, a baptized member. 

 Rob and Sheila Chaffee and their son, Steven 
Chaffee, 404 Summergreen Way, Greenville, S. C., 
joined on November 2, 2008 from Matthews United 
Methodist Church, Matthews, N. C.  They bring with 
them a son, Tyler Chaffee, a baptized member. 

 Edie Parra, 1 Friendsplot Cove, Mauldin, 
joined November 2, 2008 from First United Method-
ist Church, Eustis, Florida.  She brings with her a 
daughter, Santana Parra, a baptized member. 

 Vickie Tuck and son, Sean Tuck, 100 Turner 
Forest Lane, Simpsonville, joined on November 2, 
2008 from Hyde Park United Methodist Church, 
Tampa, Florida. 

 Carmen Quintero, 10 Equestrian Court, Simp-
sonville, S. C., joined on November 2, 2008 from Lee 
Road United Methodist Church, Taylors, S. C.  

 Bill and Mary Evelyn Allison, 208 S. 
Woodgreen Way, Greenville, joined on November 9, 
2008 from Bethany United Methodist Church, Sum-
merville, S. C. 
 

 Wedding: Congratulations to Beth Renee Hershey 
and Jonathan Pearsey Douglas, who were united in a 
Service of Marriage by Rev. Christopher Gaynor at 
Mauldin United Methodist Church on November 1, 
2008. 
 

Deaths:  Sympathy is extended to Dolores Harris on 
the recent death of her sister, Pearl Troski, of Illinois. 

 Sympathy is expressed to Grady and Phyllis 
Manson on the death of their son-in-law, Lawrence 
Edwards Sproles, of North Little Rock, Arkansas on 
November 3, 2008. 

 Sympathy is extended to Tom and Sara James 
on the death of Sara’s sister, Lois White, of Ander-
son, S. C. on November 5, 2008. 

              Special Gifts 
 Building Fund gifts have been given in 
memory of Glyn Howard by the Senior Action 
Staff; in memory of Julia Matthews by Mr. & 
Mrs. Richard Brown; in memory of Rose Arant by 
Vivian Compton. 

 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund gifts have 
been given in memory of Loyce Underwood and 
Estelle Foster by Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bagwell; in 
memory of Mildred Bagwell by the Faithful Fol-
lowers Sunday School Class; in memory of Pearl 
Troski by Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bagwell. 

 A gift to the Music Fund has been given in 
honor of Conway Belangia by the 2nd Monday 
Club. 

 A gift to the Tape Fund has been given in 
memory of Elizabeth Pollard by Dorothy Grim-
ball. 

 Building Fund gifts have been given in 
honor of Rev. George Scott and Rev. Smoke 
Kanipe by Mr. & Mrs. Barry Brown.  

 

Ladies. . .The Gala is Almost Here! 
Mark your calendars for a fun time of food and 
fellowship on Sunday, December 7, at 2 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  You will have the opportunity to 
hear about MUMC’s new Women’s Ministry, 
Growing in Grace!  We are very excited about 
what God has in store for the women of the 
church and the women of our community.  Make 
sure to visit the church website to see events for 
women that are going to be offered through our 
church and other local churches as well.  Looking 
forward to seeing you ladies at the Growing in 
Grace Gala on December 7, 2008. 
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Three Christmas Eve Services 
Wednesday, December 24 

5:00 p.m. - Family Service 

 (nursery available) 

7:00 p.m. - Contemporary Candlelight Service 

 Music by Live Praise Band 

 (nursery available) 

10:00 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Service 

 Music by Chancel Choir (no nursery) 



 

 

 

 
Confirmation Christmas Party:  December 10 
MENTORS ARE INVITED to our Confirmation 
Christmas Party on December 10.  We’ll enjoy a 
time of games and fun.  Refreshments?  Pastor 
Smoke plans to bring fruitcake.  If you don’t like 
that, you might want to bring your favorite Christ-
mas snack! 

 
 Youth Christmas Party-Sunday, Dec. 14th 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. in the Gym 
All 6-12th graders come, enjoy and celebrate the 
Christmas season with us!  We’ll have plenty of con-
tests, festive food, activities, giveaways and our 1st 
annual UGLY SWEATER COMPETITION.  Invite 
your friends and bring some holiday cheer! 

 

 Youth Ski Retreat - MLK Weekend, 

January 16-19,2009 - For details contact Mookie 
Cunningham (288-4728, ext. 133) or email mook-
dogg33@gmail.com. 
 

Boy Scouts Troop 15:  On Saturday, November 8, 
Boy Scout Troop 15 along with Troop 158 from 
Simpsonville, Troop 48 from Fountain Inn and We-
beloes from Pack 715 retired 54 flags in honor of 
Veterans Day.  In addition, Troop 15 also planted 28 
flags in the church cemetery to honor veterans in-
terred there.  Thank you to everyone who donated 
flags for the retirement ceremony.  

 

Camp E.D.G.E - 2009 VBS  
Experience + Discover GOD Everywhere 
 

 Day VBS - Monday, June 15 - Friday, June 19 

 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon  

 Director: Robin Alexander 

Night VBS - Sunday, June 14 -Wed., June 17 

 5:30 to 8:15 p.m. 

 Director: Ange Karpinski 

Service Squad:  A hands-on mission experience for 
tweens.  This is new for children going into 5th and 
6th grades next year during Vacation Bible School. 

 

2008 Mauldin  

Christmas Parade Float 
The parade is Sunday,  

December 14th, 3:00 p.m. 
Please gather at the church parking lot by 2:00 p.m. to 
ride our church bus to Mauldin High School.  Our 
theme is“Jesus Loves You SNOW Much.”  The chil-
dren will ride on our snowy outdoor scene dreaming 
of a white Christmas as Jesus makes those dreams 
come true by showering them with snowflakes, each 
one a special blessing!  Adults will walk passing out 
candy and Christmas Eve service flyers.  All will dress 
in their “Winter Woolies!”  We will end at MUMC for 
hot cocoa at the Cocoa Tent sponsored by the Evan-
gelism Committee. 
 

 Float construction is on Saturday, December 13, at 
1:30 p.m. behind the church while the men have their 
turkey fry.  This is another great opportunity for fel-
lowship! 

Volunteers needed:  

Dress as Jesus!  Banner makers 

Scene painter   Float decorator 

Float and bus driver  Kids music leader 

Kids to cut snowflakes from coffee filters, stamp 
snowflakes on the handouts, put stickers on the can-
dies, and stamp snowflakes on the napkins. 

Kids crafts helpers and more. . . . 

Contact persons:  Alice Mackeil, 288-4728, ext. 137 
or alicemackeil@charterinternet.com or  

Barbara Carpenter (Evangelism) at 963-7814 or  

tuprizd@charter.net. 
 

Annual United Methodist Men’s 
Turkey Fry Is December 13th 
On Saturday, December 13, the Mauldin United Meth-
odist Men will be having their annual Turkey Fry.  
Fifty fried turkeys will be pre-sold for $25 in the Son 
Room and the gym the next four Sundays, November 
16, 23, and 30 and December 7.  Pick up times se-
lected at purchase will be on the hour from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Saturday, December 13 and turkey sand-
wiches will be sold outside the gym for $5 each with 
chips and drink.  All proceeds will go to the United 
Methodist Men and church supported ministries and 
missions. 
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     I Dig Peru 2009 News 
Come celebrate the season with past, 
present and future team members for 
a Peru Christmas party on December 

16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  This will be 
another chance to learn more about next year’s trip and 
reflect on our calling to be missionaries.  All family 
members are welcome.  Contact Kyle Gordon (676-
1843 or idigperu2009@charter.net) for more informa-
tion. 
 

 Tanzania Mission Trip 

 The Tanzania Mission Team will be doing the 
Wednesday Night dinner on December 3 for a fund-
raiser.  We thank everyone who has supported us on the 
three previous fundraisers and look forward to seeing 
you on December 3. 

 The Peru and Tanzania Mission Teams will 
continue selling Christmas honor cards and music CDs 
on December 7 and 14.  Cards are $5 each or $30 for a 
pack of 10.  Tanzania music CDs are $5 each. 

 Mauldin UMC will be having our first mara-
thon, a month long marathon, and a Spring Fling next 
year to support the Tanzania Team.  Mark the date on 
your calendar - March 22, 2009.  More information will 
be available next year.  If you want to participate in 
planning, please contact Steve Hendrix at 979-9617. 
 

Wren Circle Selling Cookbooks and  
Christmas Note Cards 
On November 30, members of the Wren Circle will be 
in the Son Room selling Wren Cookbooks ($20 each) 
and Christmas note cards ($10 per package).  The note 
cards depict scenes around Mauldin UMC.  Contact 
persons are Kathy Long, 676-9410, or Sandy 
McAdams, 228-0285. 
 

Mauldin UMC Camp at Asbury Hills 
Elementary Camp-Sunday, Aug. 2 to Friday,  
Aug. 7 
Jr. High/Sr. High Camp-Sunday, June 21 to  
Friday, June 26 
We are invited to be apart of a new way of doing 
church camp this summer.  Our children can go to 
camp together under the leadership of our own adults.  
Children going into 2nd thru 5th grade will go to camp 
on Aug 2-7 and youth going into 6th thru 12th grades 
will have the option of going to specialized camps on  their 

own at other times during the summer instead of going 
with our church group. Our church is offering a $120.00 
campership for each child/youth going on a week long 
camp. 
 

Kindergarten News 
 November is a month when we focus on fami-
lies and the many blessings that God has bestowed upon 
us.  The children are working on many different pro-
jects that reflect these teachings.  We are holding our 
annual Thanksgiving food drive for the United Minis-
tries Food Pantry.  We ask for donations of food items 
for families in our area who are less fortunate.  A flyer 
has been sent out listing what types of foods are needed. 

 The K-3 through K-5 year olds holiday parties 
will be held on the Thursday (11/20) and Friday (11/21) 
before Thanksgiving.  If you need childcare, please call 
the school’s office to reserve your child’s spot by No-
vember 18.  The church will be forced to close for the 
transfer of the transformer on Monday, November 24 
and Tuesday, November 25.  These days will be made 
up at the end of the school year.   

 Be sure to save several special dates in Decem-
ber.  First, we will hold our first ever “Breakfast with 
Santa” on December 6 from 9:00  to 11:00 a.m.  The 
Preschool will be the first to hold a fundraiser to help 
raise money for a much-needed “AED.”  We are ex-
tremely fortunate that one of our student’s parent works 
for a company that makes these.  Mr. Spiff Walsh will 
be obtaining one at his company’s cost so that the funds 
we need to raise is greatly reduced to about $700.  We 
hope that other groups within the church will assist 
us in reaching this goal!  The other very important 
dates to mark on your calendar are December 18th and 
19th for this year’s Christmas program to be held in the 
main sanctuary of the church under the direction of our 
new Music teacher, Mrs. Erin Palmer.  Once you have 
seen our little ones perform, you will truly be in the 
“Christmas Spirit!” 

 Registration for next school year is not that far 
away.  You may pick up registration forms starting on 
January 20th and our drop-off registration is January 
29th from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  Call the school of-
fice if you would like more information concerning the 
school. 

 Please continue saving the Box Tops for Educa-
tion, A+ Tyson School strips, and Campbells’ Soup la-
bels.  We also collect used ink and laser cartridges be-
sides old cell phones w/chargers.  Our school benefits 
greatly from all of these programs.  We appreciate your 
continued support. 

  In HIS Service, 

  Denise Smith 
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��Year-End Contributions 

In order for contributions to be posted to your 2008 
giving record, they must meet one of three require-
ments: 

1. The contribution is placed in the offering plate no 
later than Sunday, Dec 28. 

2. The contribution is delivered to the church office no 
later than 12 noon, Wednesday, Dec 31. 

3. The contribution is clearly postmarked on or before 
Dec 31, 2008. 

Note:  The church office will be open from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. on Monday & Tuesday, Dec 29 & 30.  
The office will close December 31 at 12 noon. 

 

 Gifts of Stocks and Securities 

Gifts of stocks and securities should be transferred to 
the MUMC brokerage account by Wednesday, Dec 
17th to insure that the stocks or securities can be sold 
in 2008 and the cash transferred to the MUMC bank 
account and posted to your individual account before 
Dec 31, 2008.  Please contact the church office at 288-
4728, est. 122 if you plan to take this action and if you 
have any questions or need more information. 

 

 MUMC Financial Position 

 As we near the year’s end, the Finance Com-
mittee requests that you check the church’s financial 
position -- Budget Year to Date and Budget Received 
to Date -- in the weekly bulletins and in this newslet-
ter.  If you have not yet satisfied your pledge for 2008, 
we ask that you please do so by month’s end.  Your 
financial support will help ensure that Mauldin United 
Methodist Church finishes 2008 in good financial 
shape! 

 The Finance and Stewardship Committee, the 
Financial Secretary and the Business Office also wish 
to express appreciation for your generosity and sup-
port of the missions and ministries of our church dur-
ing 2008. 

Electronic Banking in 2009 

If you have not signed up for the Electronic Bank-
ing Option starting in 2009, you may do so at any 
time.  Complete the front of a 2009 Estimate of 
Giving card with your name and address and com-
plete all the information requested on the back side 
of the card.  Participation is open to members and 
non-members with a checking account, even if you 
have not yet made a pledge.  Your contributions 
will then be automatically drafted from your 
checking account.  If you have any questions, 
please call Rich Watkins, Financial Secretary at 
676-9170. 

 

 2009 Pledges 

If you have not yet turned in your 2009 Pledge for 
the Operating Budget and Building Program, the 
Stewardship and Finance Committees request that 
you do so at your earliest opportunity.  MUMC 
operates on a budget of over $1,000,000 and needs 
to know your giving intentions for 2009 so that 
adequate staff, facilities and programs are planned 
for all missions and ministries of MUMC. 

 

 IRA Rollover  
On October 3, 2008, President Bush signed an IRA 
“rollover” law that enables you to make gifts to 
Mauldin United Methodist Church directly from 
your IRA without paying taxes or a penalty on 
your withdrawal.  You may even use your required 
minimum distribution (RMD) to make your gift! 
“Rollover” gifts may not exceed $100,000; they do 
not count as income and will not be taxed as in-
come. “Rollover” gifts may not have further tax-
deductibility.  Please consult your personal tax and 
financial planning advisors to see if this may be 
prudent for you to consider.  This law expires Dec 
31, 2009. 

The City of Mauldin and MUMC is proud to announce the First Annual Community of Friends Holiday Feast 
on Dec 19.   The meal is provided to those who may be spending the holidays alone,  new residents in our area 
and to the families who will be struggling to provide a traditional Christmas meal.    We want our community 
to know that we have a place at our table for them!   We are looking to various congregations to provide pies 
for the meal’s dessert.   Please drop off your pies in the Mauldin UMC  gym between 4:00-6:00 on Dec 19!  



 

Winter / Spring 2009 Wednesday “Church Family” Night - Adult Offerings 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

 

  Jan 7  Fireproof (marriage) Missions  Christian Tree Prayer  Aerobics 

 Jan 14  Fireproof (marriage) Missions Christian Tree Prayer  Aerobics 

 Jan 21  Fireproof (marriage) Missions  Christian Tree Prayer  Aerobics 

 Jan 28  Fireproof (marriage) Missions Christian Tree Prayer  Aerobics 

 Feb 4  Fireproof (marriage) Missions  Christian Tree Prayer  Aerobics 

 Feb 11  Fireproof (marriage) Missions Christian Tree Prayer  Aerobics 

 Feb 18  Parenting Teens    Christian Tree Prayer  Aerobics 

 Feb 25  Ash Wednesday Worship Service at 6:30 p.m. 

 Mar 4  Parenting Teens    Christian Tree Prayer  Aerobics 

 Mar 11  Parenting Teens  Lent  Celebration of Discipline Aerobics 

 Mar 18  Parenting Teens  Lent  Celebration of Discipline Aerobics 

 Mar 25  Parenting Teens  Lent  Celebration of Discipline Aerobics 

 Apr 1  Parenting Teens  Lent  Celebration of Discipline Aerobics 

 Apr 8  Seder Dinner at 6:00 p.m.  

 Apr 15  Methodist Message w/Smoke  Celebration of Discipline Aerobics 

 Apr 22  Methodist Message w/Smoke  Celebration of Discipline Aerobics 

             Apr 29               Methodist Message w/Smoke             Celebration of Discipline Aerobics 

��CHRISTIANITY’S FAMILY TREE:   
What Other Christians Believe and Why 

In this eight-session, video and book study by Adam 
Hamilton, participants will learn the history, theol-
ogy, and distinctive emphases of eight different tradi-
tions in the Christian Faith.   

Orthodoxy: Mystery, Liturgy, and Tradition  

Catholicism: Sacrament and Mass 

Lutheranism: Word and Faith 

Presbyterianism: The Sovereignty of God 

Anglicanism: Common Prayer 

Baptists: Baptism, Conversion, and Scripture 

Pentecostalism: The Power of the Spirit 

Methodism: Grace and the Via Media 

Cost:$11.00 January 7-March 4  

Teacher:  Jim Swiger 

MISSIONS - Bible Study written and taught by 
Steve Hendrix. (Jan. 7 - Feb. 11)  This six-week Bible 
study will help you have a better Biblical foundation 
in doing mission work.  No cost. 

Tuesday Morning  
Women’s Bible Studies 
He Speaks to Me: Preparing to Hear from God by 
Priscilla Shirer - Why settle for the Word of the Lord re-
vealed to someone else and passed on to us?  The Lord 
desires to speak to us personally.  Come and dig deep 
into the presence of God and listen for his voice.  Study 
leaders are Vicki Watkins and Phyllis Baur.  Study be-
gins Tuesday, January 13, 9:30 to 11:00   a.m. 

 

 The 7 Hardest Things God Asks A Woman To Do by 
Kathie Reimer and Lisa Whittle.  This is a seven week 
study and meets on Tuesdays, January 13 through Febru-
ary 24, 2009.  Cost of book: $13.00.   

Day Sessions:  9:30-11:00 a.m. at the church 

  with childcare 

 Teacher: Susan Hood 

Evening Sessions:  6:30-8:00 p.m. at the home of Kelly 
Wedin, 110 Golden Crest Circle, Mauldin, in The Vine-
yard at Planter’s Row. 

 Teacher: Kelly Wedin 
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  Angel Tree  
 Mauldin UMC in participating in our an-

nual Angel Tree Prison Ministry.  Trees will be in the 
Son Room and at the Live Service for you to choose 
an Angel Tree name.   This project has been a blessing 
to our Outreach Ministry and to all the children that 
have received your gracious gifts.  We asked that all 
gifts be returned to the church by Sunday, Dec 14.  
Deliveries will be the weekend of Dec. 20th.  Merry 
Christmas!   

 

Christmas Cantata Presented 
 

 The annual Christmas Cantata will be presented at 
both Traditional Services of Worship on Sunday De-
cember 14, 2008 by the Chancel Choir.   This year’s 
Cantata, “Joy, Joy, Joy”, created by Deborah Craig-
Claar and David T. Clydesdale, is a wonderful work 
arranged for choir and soloists, including: Josh 
Palmer, John and Lori Center, Dean Feaster, Kristi 
Mitros, Sara Johnson, Debby Atkins, and Howard 
Petree . Our narrator this year will be Alice MacKeil. 
 

There so many examples of Christmas Joy; the antici-
pation of family gatherings and celebrations, the eyes 
of children glimmering widely in the light of early 
dawn on Christmas morning,  the vivid memories of 
Christmas past that flood the mind and heart.  Each of 
these is wonderful, yet incomplete, as each offers only 
momentary, almost fleeting ‘Joy’.  Truly, the greatest 
Christmas Joy is found in the birth, life, death and res-
urrection of the living Christ;  Mary’s joy as she was 
chosen to bear God’s son, the Shepherds’ at  the An-
gel’s proclamation to “Fear not, for I bring you tidings 
of great Joy.”, the Magi as they joyfully bowed to of-
fer gifts to the King of Kings.  Yes, the greatest 
Christmas Joy, even today, comes as we celebrate the 
greatest expression of Joy given to us by the Father; 
Immanuel, God with us!  Believing in Him is our ev-
erlasting Christmas Joy … eternally given to all gen-
erations! 

 Come and enjoy our gift to you on Sunday, 
December 14, 2008 when we extend to you glad tid-
ings of “Joy, Joy, Joy”! 
 

Blessings to all, 

Bruce McIntyre, Director of Music MUMC 

Spirit Center Construction Progress 
November 2008 

 All of the large black pipe has been re-
moved from the parking lot and is underground ad-
jacent this parking lot.  All of the large concrete 
pipe is also installed underground and the building 
pad has been graded to the finish sub-grade eleva-
tion and the electrical concrete duct bank has been 
installed. 

 The power outage for the Church to change 
out the Duke Power electrical equipment and recon-
nect to the new equipment Duke Power is installing 
will begin at 7 a.m. on Monday, November 24 
and will be turned back on by 5 p.m. November 
26.  As many groups as we can identify will be no-
tified prior to the outage to reduce problems.  
Please leave all refrigerator and freezer  doors 
closed to conserve their cold, turn off and unplug as 
many computers and other pieces of electrical 
equipment that you have access to for the duration 
of the outage.  This will reduce damage that may be 
caused on repowering the Church.  I also suggest 
those in charge of the heating and air conditioning 
turn these off at the control or thermostat so they 
can be turned back on one at a time to reduce the 
electrical surge. 

 A Furnishing Committee has been selected 
and is working on selecting colors and furnishing 
for the Spirit Center.  This committee includes pro-
fessional decorators and members of the groups that 
will use the Spirit Center.  Live Worship is also in-
vestigating a new sound system for the Spirit Cen-
ter and has engaged a professional sound consult-
ant. 

 The Stained Glass Window Committee has 
selected a back-lighted stained glass window to go 
into the wall above the main entrance of the Spirit 
Center and a gift was made to purchase this win-
dow.  I plan to have a photo of this window by the 
December Progress Report to include in the report. 

 The schedule is still showing completion in 
June of 2009; however the problems with the instal-
lation of the underground piping will probably 
cause some extension of the schedule.  In addition 
the alley between the buildings will have to be low-
ered and repaved for water control.  This alley will 
be blocked from use for several weeks while this 
work is being accomplished.  A schedule to do this 
work has not yet been developed. 



 
 
 

Winter/Spring Adult Offerings  
Wednesday nights, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

 

 FIREPROOF YOUR MARRIAGE:  

Never Leave Your Partner Behind 

Will you dare to love unconditionally? 

January 7, 14, 21, 28, Feb. 4, and 11  

Leaders: Steve Austin and Rev. Alice MacKeil 

 Fireproof Your Marriage is founded on Biblical 
principles for strong, God-centered, lifelong marriages.  
Engage in a 6-session study using video clips from the 
movie FIREPROOF, along with thought-provoking dis-
cussion questions and individual and couples’ devotions. 

6 sessions 

He Said/She Said - appreciating the God-designed dif-
ferences between men and women 

He First Loved Us - God’s love for you and how it en-
ables you to love others 

Love for a Lifetime - marriage as a lifelong covenant 

Breaking Free - freeing yourself from temptations that 
can destroy a marriage 

Forgiveness - offering and receiving forgiveness 

A Better Way of Loving - unconditional love 

 This study can be done at church for couples in 
small groups.  The Participants Guide cost $8.00.  Or 
you can do this study as a couple in your home.  The 
Couple’s Kit cost $25.00 and includes DVD video clips 
from the movie.  The book “The Love Dare” (a 40 day 
devotional) can also be purchased for only $12.00.   

 Saturday, February 14 -  Special Valentine 
Dinner (with childcare) and Wedding Vow Renewal 
Ceremony for all the couples participating in this study 
at church or at home. 
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100 East Butler Ave.                       U.S. Postage Fund  
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                         Mauldin, SC 29662 

Spring Ladies Beach Retreat 

April 23-26, 2009 
The space is filling up quickly and space is limited for 
our annual beach retreat so be sure to call Rev. Alice 
MacKeil at 288-4728 ext. 137 or email her at alice-
mackeil@charterinternet.com to get your name on the 
list.  The $100.00 cost for housing will not be due until 
the end of February.  This retreat balances powerful spiri-
tual formation with time for the beach, relaxation, shop-
ping, eating out, and girlfriend time. 
 

Parenting Your Teenager:  

A Biblical Look at Parenting 
This video based discussion six-week Bible study fea-
tures Drs. Les and Leslie Parrot.  Lessons are on Identity, 
The Toolbox, Turmoil, Rebellion, Legacy, and Disci-
pling Your Teenager.  Cost: $6.00.  Sessions: Feb. 18, 
March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1. 
 

November 2009 Financial Report 
Operating Budget 

Operating Budget (as of 11/12/08).....$34,202.63 

Special Funds 

Sunday School.........................................$465.70 

Cemetery Fund............................................25.00 

Building Fund.........................................8,342.50 

Pastor’s Discretionary............................1,460.00 

Music Ministry............................................25.00 

LMB Basketball.....................................2,320.00 

Tape Ministry..............................................25.00 

Sound System..............................................50.00 

Tanzania Trip............................................748.50 

Total Special Funds............................$13,461.70 

Total November Funds.......................$47,664.33 

Year to Date 

Budget Receipts (as of 11/12/08)...$1,088,301.39 

Budget Expenditures (as of 11/12).$1,090,082.38 
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